
_______English 12_______ CURRICULUM MAP AND PACING GUIDE 

STANDARDS 

COMMON CORE READING STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text, including 
how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other 
authors.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5 
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure 
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a 
story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) 
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its 
aesthetic impact. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6 
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.7 
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), 

COMMON CORE WRITING STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 
topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A 
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the 
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically 
sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B 
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, 
supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out 
the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates 
the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 
biases. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A 
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and 
information so that each new element builds on that which 

COMMON CORE SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 
positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 
resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to 
make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3 
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, 
word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
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evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at 
least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.9 
Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, 
including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar 
themes or topics. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10 
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11-CCR 
text complexity band independently and proficiently.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2 
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 
the course of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term 
or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 
faction in Federalist No. 10). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.5 
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author 
uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the 
structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 

precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B 
Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and 
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.C 
Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
among complex ideas and concepts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D 
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques 
such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of 
the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.E 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.F 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.A 
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, 
or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple 
point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.B 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.C 
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build 
on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying 
a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are 
addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and 
style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal 
and informal tasks. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5 
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 
grades 11-12 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 
expectations.) 
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content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented 
in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well 
as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.8 
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, 
including the application of constitutional principles and use of 
legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and 
dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of 
public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.9 
Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century 
foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance 
(including The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second Inaugural 
Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.10 
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
the high end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, 
growth, or resolution). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.D 
Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, 
setting, and/or characters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.E 
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the 
narrative. 

Production and Distribution of Writing: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 11-12 here.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
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digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for 
citation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 
UNITS 

 
PACING 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 
CONTENT 

 
ASSURED EXPERIENCES & 

ASSESSMENTS 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Unit One: Voice and the Human 
Experience 
 
Narrative Writing and 
Character Analysis 
 

Weeks 1-5 

 

Five Weeks 

What is a narrative? 

What is identity, and how is it 

shaped? 

How do identities, cultures, and 

society shape lived and shared 

experiences? 

How can the use of narrative 

techniques add to a story? 

How does a person’s 

culture/cultural background 

affect his/her identity? 

How does the time period 

and/or setting affect how a 

character is viewed? 

What is stereotyping? 

How do the words and actions 

of a character illustrate his/her 

motivation? 

 

Learning Objectives: 
Students are to write a personal 
narrative for their college 
application that uses narrative 
techniques such as 
characterization, imagery, and 
conflict.  
 
Students will read "Sweetness” 
and “My Life as an 
Undocumented Immigrant” 
along with supplemental texts 
and create written analysis of 
the characters as they 
determine whether these 
characters can be relatable to 
today’s society. 
 
Suggested Topics for Inquiry: 
Archetypes 

College Essay:  
Write a narrative essay that 
follows one of the prompts on 
Common App. 
Or 
Narrative Essay: 
Write a narrative essay that acts 
as an oration of a personal 
aspect of your life.  
 
Argument Essay:  

Write a character analysis essay 
that appropriately and 
effectively analyzes characters 
from both anchor and 
supplemental texts. 

 

CLOSE Reading 
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 
(i.e., FACADES) 
Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 
Academic Vocabulary) 
Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 
structural analysis with affixes 
and roots) 
Use of RACE and/or SURE Rubric 
with Students 
Use of Text-Dependent and 
Paired Questions 
Identifying Similarities & 
Differences 
Summarizing & Notetaking 
Reinforcing Effort & Providing 
Recognition 
Homework & Practice 
Nonlinguistic Representations 
Cooperative Learning Groups 
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Flawed Characters 
Contemporary vs. Archaic 
Values 
Physical Characteristics 
Stereotyping 
Race and Racism 
Immigration 
Humanity 
Human Rights 
Plot Structure 

 
Unit Vocabulary: 
Narrative 

Plot 

Characterization 

Archetype 

Stereotype 

Racism 

Humanity 

Culture 

 
Anchor Texts: 
“Sweetness” by Toni Morrison  
“My Life as an Undocumented 
Immigrant” by Jose Antonio 
Vargas 
 
Suggested Texts:  
“Right Place, Wrong Face” by 
Alton Fitzgerald White  
“Fish Cheeks” by Amy Tan  
“A View from the Bridge” by 
Cherokee Paul McDonald 
Beowulf by Anonymous 

 Setting Objectives & Providing 
Feedback 
Cues, questions, and advance 
organizers 
Writing-to-Learn 
Collaborative Group Work 
Classroom Talk 
Scaffolding 
Literacy Groups 
Socratic and Paideia seminar 
Student-Centered Learning 
Project-Based Learning 

 
UNITS 

 
PACING 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 
CONTENT 

 
ASSURED EXPERIENCES & 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 



Unit Two: The Power of Words 
 
Poetry Analysis and Writing 
Poetry 

Weeks 6-9 
 
Four Weeks 

What is the difference between 
prose and verse? 
What are the two types of 
poetry? 
What are the various types of 
traditional and organic poetry? 
What are the major 
characteristics of poetry? 
How does the use of poetic 
devices enhance the expressive 
voice of poetry? 
What are effective strategies to 
analyze different types of 
poetry? 
What are the essential 
components of original written 
poetry? 
How can written poetry be 
edited and revised to improve 
its quality? 
 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will demonstrate a 
basic understanding of poetic 
elements and the TPCASTT 
method of poetry analysis  
 
Students will use their 
experience with the TPCASTT 
method of poetry analysis to 
write either a poetry analysis 
essay or a poetry compare and 
contrast essay. 
 
Students will use their 
knowledge of various types of 
poetry to create a portfolio of 
original poetic works. 
 
Suggested Topics for Inquiry: 
Prose vs. Verse 
Blank Verse 
Poetic Devices 
TPCASTT Method 
 
Unit Vocabulary: 
Prose 
Verse 
Speaker 
Stanza 
Line 
Rhyme Scheme 
Rhythm 
Meter 
Foot 
Enjambment 
Tone 
Mood 
 
Anchor Texts: 
“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou   

Option 1: Poetry Analysis Essay 
After reading and analyzing 
poetry and how authors utilize 
figurative language and other 
strategies to illustrate the main 
idea/theme of the work (s), 
students will write an analysis 
essay of a singular poem in 
which they analyze the complex 
attitude of the speaker and 
discuss how the author uses 
figurative language, diction, and 
imagery to illustrate the 
situation and the speaker’s 
attitude about the situation. 
Students will write a cohesive 
introduction, make specific 
claims about the author’s craft 
and what is illustrated through 
the author’s choice of strategies 
to convey meaning. 
 
Option 2: Poetry Compare and 
Contrast Essay 
After reading and analyzing 
poetry and how authors utilize 
figurative language and other 
strategies to illustrate the main 
idea/theme of the work (s), 
students will write a compare 
and contrast essay in which they 
analyze two poems that share 
the same concept/topic but 
have differing themes. Students 
will discuss the meaning of each 
work and how the authors use 
specific strategies, such as 
figurative language, diction, and 
imagery, to illustrate the related 
themes/ concepts. 

CLOSE Reading 
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 
(i.e., FACADES) 
Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 
Academic Vocabulary) 
Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 
structural analysis with affixes 
and roots) 
Use of RACE and/or SURE Rubric 
with Students 
Use of Text-Dependent and 
Paired Questions 
Identifying Similarities & 
Differences 
Summarizing & Notetaking 
Reinforcing Effort & Providing 
Recognition 
Homework & Practice 
Nonlinguistic Representations 
Cooperative Learning Groups 
Setting Objectives & Providing 
Feedback 
Cues, questions, and advance 
organizers 
Writing-to-Learn 
Collaborative Group Work 
Classroom Talk 
Scaffolding 
Literacy Groups 
Socratic and Paideia seminar 
Student-Centered Learning 
Project-Based Learning 



“We Wear the Mask” by Paul 
Laurence Dunbar  
“Ego Tripping (there may be a 
reason why)” by Nikki Giovanni  
“The World Keeps Ending, and 
the World Goes On” by Franny 
Choi  
“From ‘Oil’ “by Fatimah Asghar  
“Where I’m From” by George 
Ella Lyon  
“A Julia de Burgos (To Julia de 
Burgos)” by Julia de Burgos 
 
Suggested Texts: 
TBD based on teacher’s choice 
and preference 
 

 
Poetry Portfolio: 
Students will compose a 
portfolio of original written 
poetry that follows various 
poetic conventions and 
standards. 

 
UNITS 

 
PACING 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 
CONTENT 

 
ASSURED EXPERIENCES & 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Unit Three: Conflicting Voices 
 
Conflict and Theme Analysis 

Weeks 10-15 
 
Six Weeks 

What are the main types of 
conflict in a story? 
What is theme, and how is it 
arrived at in a story? 
How does the connection 
between conflict and the 
resolution illustrate the theme? 
How do differing opinions and 
viewpoints reinforce conflict? 
How are themes connected to 
real world experiences? 
What do texts reveal about how 
society affects the individual? 
How does the way a person 
handles his/her conflict reflect 
human nature? 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives: 

Students will read a 

combination of anchor and 

suggested texts to determine 

the conflict and theme of each 

story. Students will then relate 

those conflicts and themes to 

modern society. 

 

Students will write an essay 

using one of the various 

prompts that demonstrates 

their understanding of the 

anchor and suggested texts on a 

factual, interpretive, critical, 

and personal level. 

 

Analysis Essay:  

Students will write an essay that 

analyzes the conflict/theme of 

both an anchor and 

supplemental text, and then 

argue how those texts relate to 

similar conflicts and themes in 

modern society. 

 

 

CLOSE Reading 

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 

(i.e., FACADES) 

Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 

Academic Vocabulary) 

Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 

structural analysis with affixes 

and roots) 

Use of RACE and/or SURE Rubric 

with Students 

Use of Text-Dependent and 

Paired Questions 

Identifying Similarities & 

Differences 

Summarizing & Notetaking 

Reinforcing Effort & Providing 

Recognition 



Suggested Topics for Inquiry: 

Author’s Point of View 

Different Types of Conflict 

Stereotyping 

Race and Racism 

Sexism 

The American Dream 

Citizens and Immigrants 

Humanity 

Self-Awareness 

Society 

Culture 

Black Lives Matter Movement 

Immigration: ICE, DACA, 

Dreamers, etc. 

 

Unit Vocabulary: 

Plot 

Characterization 

Setting 

Internal and External Conflict 

Man vs. Self 

Man vs. Man 

Man vs. Nature 

Man vs. Society 

Symbolism 

Motif 

Theme 

 

Anchor Texts: 

“A Good Man Is Hard To Find” 
by Flannery O’Connor  
“Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid  
“The Minister’s Black Veil” by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne  
“The Photograph” by Will 
Weaver  

Homework & Practice 

Nonlinguistic Representations 

Cooperative Learning Groups 

Setting Objectives & Providing 

Feedback 

Cues, questions, and advance 

organizers 

Writing-to-Learn 

Collaborative Group Work 

Classroom Talk 

Scaffolding 

Literacy Groups 

Socratic and Paideia seminar 

Student-Centered Learning 

Project-Based Learning 



“Patient Zero” by Tananarive 

Due 

 

Suggested Texts: 

I Have the Right To by Chessy  
Prout  
Americanized: Rebel Without a 
Green Card by Sara Saedi  
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine 
Hansberry  
Death of a Salesman by Arthur 
Miller  
Nothing but the Truth by Avi   
Look Both Ways by Jason 
Reynolds 
Macbeth by WIlliam 
Shakespeare 

 
UNITS 

 
PACING 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 
CONTENT 

 
ASSURED EXPERIENCES & 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Unit Four: Research and the 
Student Voice 
 
Barnum Essay Research Paper 

Weeks 16-20 
 
Five Weeks 

How do the values and 
structures in our society benefit 
some, but not others? 
How do the values and 
structures in our society 
illustrate the need for change? 
What are the different 
components of a research 
paper? 
What is the difference between 
primary and secondary sources? 
Why is it necessary to research 
a topic through multiple lenses? 
How can one construct an 
effective research question? 
What are the steps to writing a 
research paper? 
How is PowerPoint used?  

Learning Objectives: 
Students will be able to 
effectively research a topic 
relevant to today’s society and 
construct an argumentative 
research paper based on their 
findings. 
 
Students will demonstrate their 
understanding of persuasive 
writing by transforming their 
research papers into oratory 
presentations for the Barnum 
Essay Writing Contest. 
 
Suggested Topics for Inquiry: 
Argumentative Writing 
Research Process 

Research Paper: 
Students will complete a 
research-based argument essay 
on a topic of their choice in 
which they consider and 
research a topic that is timely, 
relevant, and associated with 
current events/ issues impacting 
modern society. Within the 
argument essay, students will 
propose solutions to the issue/ 
problem and discuss potential 
limitations of their solutions and 
an overall recommendation/ 
solution.  Students will examine 
the issue through multiple 
lenses and consider multiple 

CLOSE Reading 
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 
(i.e., FACADES) 
Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 
Academic Vocabulary) 
Explicit Vocabulary (i.e., 
structural analysis with affixes 
and roots) 
Use of RACE and/or SURE Rubric 
with Students 
Use of Text-Dependent and 
Paired Questions 
Identifying Similarities & 
Differences 
Summarizing & Notetaking 
Reinforcing Effort & Providing 
Recognition 
Homework & Practice 



What is persuasive writing? 
What persuasive techniques 
and devices are effective in 
oratory writing? 
How can technology be used to 
enhance an argument? 
What skillsets are necessary to 
create digital projects and/or 
presentations? 
How can technology be used as 
a resource to effect positive 
change? 
Why is it important for people 
to raise their voice and be 
heard? 
How can one’s voice be used to 
solve society’s problems? 

Finding Credible Sources 
Parts of a Research Paper 
Quoting and Citing Sources 
MLA Formatting 
Editing and Revising Process 
Writing to Audience 
Persuasive Writing 
The Rhetorical Triangle 
Use of PowerPoint, Prezi, 
Website-Building Materials, 
Video Editing Software, etc. 
 
Unit Vocabulary: 
Argumentative Writing 
Hook/Leading Sentence 
Thesis Statement 
Topic Sentence 
Credible Sources 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
Evidence 
Indirect vs. Direct Quote 
Short Quotes vs. Long Quotes 
Citation 
Analysis 
Works Cited 
Persuasive Techniques 
Ethos, Pathos, and Logos 
 
Suggested Texts: 
Purdue Online Writing Lab 

perspectives in order to foster a 
cohesive argument.   
 
Digital Project/Presentation: 
Students will turn their research-
based argument into a digital 
media project or presentation 
and present to an audience of 
their peers. 

Nonlinguistic Representations 
Cooperative Learning Groups 
Setting Objectives & Providing 
Feedback 
Cues, questions, and advance 
organizers 
Writing-to-Learn 
Collaborative Group Work 
Classroom Talk 
Scaffolding 
Literacy Groups 
Socratic and Paideia seminar 
Student-Centered Learning 
Project-Based Learning 

 


